206                        Clothmaking

1.   First the Parter, that doth neatly cull
The finer from the courser sort of wool.1
2.   The Dyer then in order next doth stand,
With sweating brow and a laborious hand.
3.   With oil they then asperge it, which being done,
4.   The careful hand of Mixers round it runne.
5.   The Stockcarder his arms doth hard irnploy
(Remembring Friday is our Market day).
6.   The Knee-carder doth (without controule)
Quickly convert it to a lesser roule.
7.   Which done, the Spinster doth in hand it take
And of two hundred roules one threed doth make.
8.   The Weaver next doth warp and weave the chain,
Whilst Puss his cat stands mewing for a skainc ;
But he, laborious with his hands and heeles,
Forgets his Cat and cries, Come boy with quelcs.2
9.   Being fill'd, the Brayer doth it mundifie
From oyle and dirt that in the same doth lie,
10.   The Burler 3 then (yea, thousands in this place)
The thick-set weed with nimble hand doth chasck.
11.   The Fuller then close by his stock doth stand,
And will not once shake Morpheus by the hand.
12.   The Rower next his arrries lifts up on high,
13.   And near him sings the Shearman merrily.
14.   The Drawer last, that many faults doth hide
(Whom merchant nor the weaver can abide)
Yet is he one in most clothes stops more holes
Than there be stairs to the top of Paul's.
1                     Then to another room came they
Where children were, in poor array,
And every one sat picking wool,
The finest from the coarse to pull.
2                     Two hundred men, the truth is so,
Wrought in their looms, all in a row;
By every one a pretty boy
Sat making quills with mickle joy.
3  The burler's business was to remove knots, loose ends, and
other impurities.